The following presentation is going to explain how to use your PC or MAC as the real time
playback host for your IR, in case you don't own an IR loader pedal.

Yeah!!




The basic idea is to use effects developed for digital audio recording software and your
computer in place of that pedal.

Digital audio recording software is often referred to as a DAW, or digital audio
workstation.

The DAW is the software
Used for audio recordings




The effects you can load into a DAW are usually referred to as "plug-ins".

VST/AU Plugins can be:

Tt e Effects (like Reverb, Pitch
ye e shifter, Enhancers)
Signal conditioning (EQ,
compression)

Virtual Instruments (Piano,
Drums, Bass...)
Virtual Amplifier (Tube amp
modeling)

swovnr | | voweur_mencun Virtual Cabinet (ex: IR
loader!!!)




In this tutorial a "plug-in host" will be used in place of a DAW to run and load your IR plug-in.

A plugin Host is like a virtual « pedalboard », on which you can put plugins as you

would put pedals

Guitar signal
incoming

Guitar signal
outcoming
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In this tutorial a "plug-in host" will be used in place of a DAW to run and load your IR plug-in.

A plugin Host is like a virtual « pedalboard », on which you can put plugins as you

would put pedals

Guitar signal
incoming

Guitar signal
outcoming

The fundamental concepts to be explained include, installing, configuring
and using an audio interface, a plug-in host program, and a IR convolver
(sometimes called IR reverb, IR loader, IR cab loader etc.) plug-in



How to use your computer as a IR host?
If you don’t have Apple Logic...

You need:

1) a computer (Mac/Win)
2) An audio interface

3) A VST/AU Plugin host
4) A IR VST/AU Plugin

NB: The plugin host can host
multiple plugins (Overdrive, Egs,
Modulations, delay... and of course
IR). It can be controlled by midi.

EXAMPLE of a guy using plugins LIVE:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejc
NwZ4fdjw
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KSTEP 1: Get ready!

Plug the guitar as shown.
Raise the gain. It should go
\ orange when strum hard )

K&K

Direct Monitor should be turned full clockwise
to « Playback » [or OFF on the focusrite 2i2]

Must be in INST
position



STEP 2: AER use

Designed in England
Manufactured in China
This Class B digital apparatus complies
with Canadian ICES-003
Cet appareil numerique de la classe B est
conforme a la NMB-003 du Canada

Focusrite

Focusrite Audio Engineering Ltd.
www.focusrite.com
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STEP 2(b):Headphones use

Focusrite . oo | Scarlett Bll4)
. i




How to use your computer as a IR host?
If you don’t have Apple Logic...

' You need:
1) a computer (Mac/Win)

When installing the software: set all gains & Volume to ZERO!!
SEE THE END OF THE DOCUMENT FOR MORE INFORMATION! /
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How to use your IR with a computer
A) INSTALL a PLUGIN HOST

Go to this website and download a plugin host
https://www.image-line.com/documents/news.php?tag=minihost+modular

Mobile Plugins Content Shop Support Download Signin

Image-Line News

Minihost Modular Beta 3

[ Windows PC

SIGN IN  JOIN

We are pleased to announce the third Minihost Modular beta has been buffed and polished ready fo
testing. It's available for Windows and OS X. The beta includes improvements and fixes based on user
feedback so far. We thank the beta-testers for their super enthusiastic response to Minihost Modular.

[ Get the Windows & OS X beta installers here (log in to your account or create one to get access)]



https://www.image-line.com/documents/news.php?tag=minihost+modular

{ Windows PC 1

How to use your IR with a computer
A) INSTALL a PLUGIN HOST

Create an account [join]

SIGM IM | JOIN

l l-T FL STUDIO MOBILE PLUGINS CONTENT SHOP SUPPORT DOWNLOADS i
- - -

Click here for {Advanced Forum Search)

= Quick links @ FAQ

{3 Image-Line Forum Index < FL Studio < Public Betas - Plugins & Components

Minihost Modular Beta 3 (v1.5.8)




B) INSTALL a IR PLUGIN

Come back to the previous page, now the zip files name
are in blue: ready to download.

a |,

Minihost Modular Beta 3 (v1.5.8)

This is the beta for Minihost Modular 32 and 64 Bit for Windows and OS X. The installer includ
Standalone versions.

Get the WINDOWS installer here

U minihost_1.5.8.zip
34.68 MIB) Downloaded 33862 times

Get the OS X installer here
® minihost_1.5.7.dmg

(48.81 MiB) Downloaded 13833 times
To open in 32 Bit mode: From the App Launcher use ctrl+left click then 'Get info' and set to 'Open

Last updated 24-April-2014

Minihost Modular is a modular environment for hosting/interconnecting VST/AU plugins based or

Hhims miFrmAacss As = sbksmadAslAasas Minibast Madiillasrs ssm e 11mad =m0 =s; sAvsmesaAd VICT AL hask wrikls e



Once downloaded: install

Launch it

i File Edit View  Help SwWING | METRONOME | 0% | 125.000

¢ Main Graph

L -m PIANOROLL ®———@

IL Harmor~—"

Effector

IL Slicex




B) INSTALL a IR PLUGIN (MS WINDOWS VER)

For Windows you can download this IR host

https://www.kvraudio.com/product/nadir-by-ignite-amps

NadIR
by Ignite Amps *

News Videos Reviews Banks & Patches Related Soundware Forum

Details

@ NadIR by Ignite Amps is a Virtual Effect Audio Plugin. It functions as a VST Plugin, an Audio Units Plugin, a VST 3 Plugin
and an AAX Plugin.

Product NadIR

Developer Ignite Amps

Price (MSRP) Free

Type / Tags Convolver Cabinet Impulse Response Cabinet

Plug-in, App & Soundware Format(s)

Operating System Availability

NadIR is a zero latency, dual Impulse Response
(IR) convolver, designed to be used as a cabinet SyElem Mersion

Operating Latest Download Released

simulator for guitar and bass (pre)amplifiers
- 0 load v
(VST/AU or even hardware). I} 1 2.0.1 Downloa

This one sounds a
bit warmer than
the real pedal



B) INSTALL a IR PLUGIN (MS WINDOWS VER)

NAD IR IMPULSE RESPONSE
LOADER

The NadIR dual Impulse Response (IR) convolver, designed to
be used as a cabinet simulator for guitar and bass
(pre)amplifiers (VST/AU or even hardware), with ZERO latency.

Providing advanced built-in filters and delay controls to let

user's shape their tone with ease.

DOWNLOADS

Click the button below to view the Emissary 2.0 and NAD IR User Manuals.

‘ DOWNLOAD USER MANUALS ‘

.
BUY NOW - $0.00

1)Go at the bottom of the page
and clic: fill the form

2) Check your emails, clic the link,
3) download and install



C) LAUNCH IL MiniHost 1) Then click File > Preferences

¥l File “ait View Help 5 0 = s ; : 0% | 125.000 ' _ | X

New

Open Graph
Save Graph As
Save Graph

e-Line 1
I Modular

Preferences

Recent files

\at's up i . /
with all your favorite ! n IMAGE [ [ %2 ‘

music production N EW
software here...

Start using Minihost Modular, It's FREE - OK

Quit




C) LAUNCH IL MiniHost

=

1) Set the audio interface [Here Focusrite USB ASIO]

2) Test (be careful, loud bip!!!)

Audio device type

device

sample rate

3) Set the audio buffer to 48
samples. If you later
experience sound drop outs,
increase this value and close
all unused applications

4) Use the sample rate as
your IR file

audio buffer size

® Multithreaded Rendering




Preferences

D) Scan for installed plugins

Audio/MIDI  Plugins

Audio 1) Then click Plugins

Audio device type: ASIO

Preferences

2) Add the directory

where Nad IR is
- LA RPN Co\Program Files\Steinberg\VSTPlugins | TR
installed Custom VST folder 2 [ & ov s«

Browse

Audio/MIDI  Plugins

Browse

3) Sca n & ve r|fy Scan & Yerify Scan [no verify) 8 Try to disable popups

Directory Filename Verified Name

C:\Program Files\ MEqualizer.dil 0K MEqualizer
C:\Program Files [  MEqualizer.dil 0K MEqualizer

4) NadIR Should appear C:\Program Files [ MobiusVst2 dll 0K MobiusVst2
C:\Program Files\ MRecorder.dil OK MRecorder
C:\Program Files [ MRecorder.dll 0K MRecorder

5) Close the C:\Program Files\ MStereoExpander.dil oK MSterecExpander

« PererenceS » WlndOW C:\Program Files [ MStereocExpander.dil 0K MStereoExpander
C:\Program Files\ MStereoScope.dil 0K MStereoScope
C:\Program Files [ M5tereoScope.dil 0K MStereoScope
C:\Program File: \ NadIR.dll oK NadIR
C:\Program Files | maair.au 0K NadlR

C:\Program Files\ Poulin_LeCab2_Rev1.dll 0K Poulin_LeCab2_Rev1




E) Setup your « pedalboard »

M File Edit View Help - METRONOME |,

| » Untitled Graph

125.000

1) Right click on the background

2) Choose NadIR plugin.
NB: If you launched IL Minihost 64bits,
choose NadIR 64 bits

4Front Piano
4Front Piano x64 [x64)
Accordion
Boost11_64 [x64)
BREVERB 2 Cakewalk-64 [x64)
Disperser [xé4)

EP-Station
EZdrummer [x64)
EZdrummer
EZdrummer [x64)
FastConvolver [xé64)
HighpasslIRFilter [x64)
IL Minihost Modular
IL Minihost Modular [(x64)
IL Minihost Modular (FX)
IL Minihost Modular [FX) (x64)

Add Plugin >

Add Piano Roll

lazysnake
Add Input Node P MAnalyzer [x64)
Add Output Node P MAnalyzer

Melodyne (x64)
Melodyne
MEqualizer [x64)
MEqualizer
MobiusVst2
MRecorder [x64)
MRecorder
MStereoExpander [x64)
MStereoExpander
MStereoScope (x64)
MStereoScope

NadIR

Add New Graph Module
Add Graph Module from File




E) Setup your pedalboard

N File Edit View Help : 1 Feb 2020 Collider - SWING METRONOME I 9% 125.000

» Untitled Graph

3) Click, hold and Drag from this little
slot to draw a wire.

ol [ {00 daf [ LI T Lol f L Ll Ll DA fal DL A L ffaf {111 ol




E) Setup your pedalboard

B File Edit View Help
» Untitled Graph

4) Drag the wire to the input slot of the
Nad IR plugin

|l el [ el [ el [l ol [




E) Setup your pedalboard

"D File Edit View Help S\ 11 Feb 2020 : FLEX | Phonon Collider - swinG merRowome o | 7% | 125.000 | _

» Untitled Graph

5) Do the same to connect the output
of Nad IR plugin to the Audio Output.




F) Setup your IR host

Default bLoad Save | | PRESET Default* Revert | | Store

BANK

STLIONES
IGNITEAMPS

C:\Users\fbert\Desktop\IR Ignite\IRs

EVH 2x12 V30 SHR SM57 45 deg.wav
EVH 2x12 V30 SHR SM57 Center.wav
EVH 2x12 V30 SHR SM§&7 Off axis.wav
EVH 2x12 V30 SNH MD421W Center.wav
EVH 2x12 V30 SNH MD421W Off axis.wav
RKH 4x12 GB ROY 121 Center.wav

RKH 4x12 GB SHR SM57 45 deg.wav
RKH 4x12 GB SHR SM&7 Center.wav
RKH 4x12 GB SHR SM57 Off axis 1.way
RKH 4x12 GB PHR SM57 Off axis 2.wav
RKH 1x12 V3 ELV RE20 Conlcr way

[<I[Z]IR Fi: ..
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i =
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"
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T

H 4x12 GB ROY 121 Centerwav |

[16.0 KHz | oms | [ 100% L |

10 DASS RESONANCE NELAY

1) Load the IR file

SETTINGS | Copy

C:\Users\bert\Desktop\IR Ignite\iRs

ININTTRATLS VOU LV INLLZLU UM aAlS.Wav
RKH 4x12 V30 ROY 121 Center.wav

RKH 4x12 V30 RVX M3500 Center.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 RVX M3500 Off axis.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SHR SM57 45 deg.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SHR SM57 Center.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SHR SM57 Off axis 1.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SHR SM57 Off axis 2 wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SNH 441U Center.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SNH 441U Off axis.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SNH MD421W 45 deg.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SNH MD421W Center.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SNH MD421W Off axis.wav

IR File: .. 4x12 V30 SNH 441U Center.wav |F3

| 100%R]| | Oms 0% | [120KHz]

80Hz |

PANNING DELAY RESONANCE LO PASS

ROUTING | Dual Mono

2) Choose mono routing
3) If asked choose best
quality

HI PASS

outrut (M




G) Now you can Play: but read the next slide
carefully before!

BANK VRcvcn Store

STLIONES
IENITE AMPS

Default :Load Save | | PRESET Default*

C:\Users\bert\Desktop\IR Ignite\IRs

EVH 2x12 V30 SHR SM57 45 deg.wav
EVH 2x12 V30 SHR SM57 Center.wav
EVH 2x12 V30 SHR SM§&7 Off axis.wav
EVH 2x12 V30 SNH MD421W Center.wav
EVH 2x12 V30 SNH MD421W Off axis.wav
RKH 4x12 GB ROY 121 Center.wav

RKH 4x12 GB SHR SM57 45 deg.wav
RKH 4x12 GB SHR SM&7 Center.wav
RKH 4x12 GB SHR SM57 Off axis 1.wav
RKH 4x12 GB SHR SM57 Off axis 2.wav
RKH 1x1? V30 ELY RE20 Conlcr way

SN A

[<I[=]IR File: ..H 4x12 GB ROY 121 Centerwav |

il
g

allijiiing - =
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WR VNN

]
E

[ 50Hz | [16.0KHz| 0 0 ms 00% | ]

HI PASS LO PASS RESONANCE DELAY PAP\NING

input O

64 bit

SETTINGS | Copy

C:\Users\bert\Desktop\IR Ignite\IRs

ININTTRATLZ VOU LV INLLZU UM aAlS.Wav
RKH 4x12 V30 ROY 121 Center.wav

RKH 4x12 V30 RVX M3500 Center.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 RVX M3500 Off axis.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SHR SM57 45 deg.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SHR SM57 Center.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SHR SM57 Off axis 1.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SHR SM57 Off axis 2 wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SNH 441U Center.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SNH 441U Off axis.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SNH MD421W 45 deg.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SNH MD421W Center.wav
RKH 4x12 V30 SNH MD421W Off axis.wav

IR File: .. 4x12 V30 SNH 441U Center.wav |F3

| monfm] 0 ms 0% | [120KHz] 80Hz |

PANNING DELAY RESONANCE LO PASS HI PASS

ROUTING | Dual Mono | | outPuT (0)

If you want to bypass the effect to
compare WITH or WITHOUT

v200




[WARNING: Gain/Volume- You don’t want to kill your ears!!

~

When installing the
software: set all gains &
Volume to ZERO!!

)

When everything is OK
computer wise.

1) Raise your gain so it is
green when playing

2) Raise your Headphone
volume




[WARNING: Gain/Volume- You don’t want to a HUGE Howling Feedback!! }

4 N

When installing the
software: set all gains &
Volume to ZERO!!

A Y,

When everything is OK computer wise.

1) Raise your focusrite gain so it is
green when playing

2) Raise the focusrite Monitor volume
to a « conservative » position. The
focusrite output is hotter than a
guitar.

3) AER: Set the button to LINE (red
arrow). Raise the gain to a
« conservative position » 9 o clock.

Raise your AER Master volume
carefully




